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“Wildlife Week- An occasion to
renew our pledge towards wildlife

protection.

Greetings from Melghat. |
would like to firstly thank all our
readers for their patronage as well as
valuable feedback to our digital
g-magazine Wild Melghat. Our last
edition on Global Tiger Day was
appreciated by the readers for the

various articles as well as the
presentation of facts and details
about wildlife and nature. This
edition coincides with the
commemoration of wildlife week.
As you all are aware that
Melghat is a haven for various
species of wildlife. The contiguous
typical Central Indian Forests type
that is the main composition of the
forests of Melghat harbours

' M. Srinivasa Reddy /FS

Additional Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests & Field Director,
Melghat Tiger Reserve, Amravati

challenges of various natures for
protection and habitat management.
There have been and would
continue fo be threats of various
nature that would try and
defenestrate the wildlife from their
homes. Most of them are directly and
indirectly due to growing influence of
one species i.e. the humans. Forest
and wildlife management involves
tactfully and judiciously managing
these challenges that would not only
save the home for the wildlife but
also ensure the long term survival of
humans on Earth. This is because all
humans depend on the three basic
necessities of food, air and water
and forests or the home for the
wildlife ensures that the supplies of
these three necessities are
continuously met for the humans.
Wildlife week is a time to renew
our pledge and remind ourselves
that every step we take to protect the
wildlife is actually a step taken to
protect the humans. To protect the

|
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wildlife we need small and big acts of

habitat protection. While the
Government is bound to undertake
policy decisions of the larger scale, it
is also the duty of every citizen to act
towards well being and protection of
wildlife. Humans by nature are
agathokakological i.e. having both
good and bad side of their nature.
For the survival of other species it is
that good side which has to
overcome the egoistic green eyed
monstrous half. In fact humans are
definitely a boon on this planet as
they have used their indusfrious and
intelligent grey matter to invent and
harness technology. Now this
technology is also helpful towards
wildlife administration and protection
inmany ways. So being a luddite and
shunning this change of
technological advancement will also
not help wildlife to thrive. Therefore a
judicious mix of tradition and
technology has to be administered at
the right moments to conserve

wildlife on this planet.

| would like to thank my team of
frontline guards, forest officers,
office staff and associated NGOs
and individuals who have been
working firelessly to protect areas
like Melghat Tiger Reserve,
Dnyanganga, Katepurna, Lonar and
Tipeshwar Wildlife Sanctuary and
make them safe homes for the
wildlife. My teams effort to bring out
various articles on Melghat and
wildlife management is highly
appreciated and a source of

authentic documentation for future
references and research. ltis time to
pledge again this wildlife week that
through our efforts we will strive to
make our wildlife strong.

JaiHind.

- —
M. Srinivasa Reddy /FS

Additional Principal Chief Conservator

of Forests & Field Director
Melghat Tiger Reserve, Amravati.
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Mysterious and memorable Melghat

Are you a nature lover but...
tired of incessant crowd & repeat
predictable entertainment?

Turn to Melghat. Surprised??...
you will be even more surprised
when you actually visit the same.

Melghat is completely
unexplored terrain for nature lovers.

3 = Wild Melghat

| had a family trip quite a few
times to Chikhaldara and Semadoh.
Butin 2017 we decided to make it to
Narnala Bori zone of Melghat Tiger
Reserve in Diwali vacation for 3
nights stay. Going from Pune to
Narnal / Bori we thought to drive it by
our own car. Making one halt at
Deulgaon Raja a Historical and
religious town we started towards

Satish Ansingkar
Managing Director,
V.V. Automation, Pune

| Shegaon. To our fortune the weather |

was not only friendly but it was lush
green and mother earth was looking
fertile. There were good rains a 2
weeks before.

As we passed Akot and took to
Shahnoor road..., Orange farms
started showing on both sides of
road. The road was scarcely
occupied by traffic and therefore was
pleasure to drive on. As was the day
shorter, Evening twilight started
showing and suddenly a East West
horizontal mountain skyline
appeared in front. The first change
we noted was the clean sky and
fresh air. Sun had an orange splash
thrown on west. One sleepy village
called Popatkhed come across and
it was completely lost in its own
world.

"Welcome to Narnala Melghat"
board appeared and we fook left
there, now road started going up and
downinhills... Traffic came almostto
nil... but mood came upbeat. Both
sides of road were lush green and it
contained the precious Teak and
innumerable other variety. The road
continued to go upwards and coiling.
We wondered where would it lead to



as the entire surrounding started
darkening and chirping of birds
could be heard. As we took another
hillock we saw the sign of human
activity and Solar lamps could be
seen, Here we came to the main gate
of Shahanoor, the base camp.

To our surprise the then RFO
Sunil Wakode was present there and
he simply made it sure that we are
felt at home in such a remote place.
As we didn't imagine anything about
what and how would be the place as
everything was different there. The
natural water Canal flowing within
complex was like a musical treat.
The complex was simply relaxing
and quiet... completely occupied in
nature.

We preferred a hut which is a
metal structure covered by canvas
tough cloth with rest rooms within.
There was No TV, there was no
network and all you could
communicate was through wifi.
Initially it looks crazy but... But there
you go, you feel like free from the
disturbing information. Imagine a
complex with safe boundary wall
within the nature with spread out
huts and cottages and the ... On the

backdrop is the Huge Narnala -
Teliyagarh Fort complex and the
mountain surrounding. Our small
puppy literally went crazy to run
around the green grass. There came
the Green tea... We just sat in front
of hut. Night was even better. The
sky looked studded with millions of
stars we never see in City. The
surrounding had a pin drop silence
and... The voices of wild creatures.
Next morning we woke upto the
complete surprise with parrots and
god knows how many other birds
waking us on alarm... That was a
great moment. A chilly morning, lush
orange gardenonbackand ... and...
the Sun soaked Narnala rising 3000
feet straight upwards. It has a
Signature Beak on west side and all
through your stay it watches you.
We decided to make it on fort by the
Gypsy after Upma and filter coffee...
The Gypsies are lined up at the gate
and from within the core area they
take you to the top of Fort. Entire
family went speechless through
twirling ghat steep upwards by an
expert driver, Only cameras spoke
there. Believe me it had a not a
single plastic stray or a bottle or a

Tetrapack lying. Just the mother
earth as it should be. We did locate a
Sambar and a huge 6 feet long
snake. On the top there lies
Mahakali Gate, the Queen's Palace,
The Hattikhanaand numerous
other... from where you can see the
periphery of around 15 to 20 kms
radius, Being winter there was crisp
climate, a fog and the smoke
beautified the villages around. You
won't find such a densely forested
fort those many. You an see the 7
ranges of Satpuda... Like Panorama
around you. Satpuda mountain
range has little blunted tops and they
are not fearsome, Rather look like
Grandpa to their grandchildren.
There was one Guide with us. The
Guides in Shahanoor complex are
not just guides ..they become part of

Wild Melghat




you. They are not typical
professional, they are informal and
caring. But never breach the
personal distance.

The grass on the fort was
possibly 6 feet tall and the flora fauna
had a typical aroma. We were
offered a special Herbal tea of

Tikadi... Wow. | still remember the |

aroma. The Charming fort was not
allowing us to move down. A walch
point to Bori is worth mediating at.
We lingered around the watch point
for quite long and taking a long round
of Fort reached to Navgaj Canon. It's
a huge canon of around 19 feet
length... (possibly amongst first 5 of
India) pointing to South East. This
Fortis a Fort complex of three forts
attached to each other. Narnala
being center.

We returned to base for lunch.
The restaurant is not the star
restaurant, but the staff is really
attentive and courteous. After taking
some rest we all moved towards a
recommended place called Surya
Waterfall. Taking a complete round
of Narnala base, we went into the
core area with check posts all over.
Forest became even more dense.
The road is winding down with the
thick forest that blocks Sun rays to
reach fully to ground... 20 kms of this
road and we crossed a water stream.
Driver and Guide stopped Gypsy
and invited us to place which | never
thought was such a beauty. We
walked about a furlong into a valley
crossing the water stream... And I ke

a Milky way the Surya came right in
front of you. | have seen many a
Waterfalls... but Surya is the hidden
treasure. Its amazing that a waterfall
of about 300 mtrs height is hidden
into forest and keeps pouring crystal
clear water from the top and you
watch and hear the whole scene
bewildered and wonderstruck...
Believe me you don't even get the
hint of this from the road. You must
not miss this. One could see the
bottom of the pond it pours in finally
to move as a river further. We spent
entire afternoon here with our small
puppy enjoying her lifetime pleasure.
Since its positioned towards West
straight, possibly the name comes
Surya.. The name is justified. We
were reminded of the fading light and
we said bye bye to this amazing
place. That night was a special food
on our cheice... and sitting in the
quiet and clean shade, we enjoyed
the delectable dinner. Then Sitting
on the lawns, our puppy jumping
around, we just sat quiet and
watched the nature around.
Shahnoor village had Diwali lamps
but unlike eye botching that cities

have.

|
5
|
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Next morning was a trip
planned to Bori... via Surya again.
The entire road gets in even more
dense forest as You come across
Gullarghat, Dhargad, the
breathtaking Gullarghat Lake. You
have only birds, the lake, the forest
and mother earth here. We crossed
few vacated villages. It hurts fo see
the emptied homes but Mankind has
been so very unkind to nature that
we need to protect nature and
wildlife at all costs. The Bori is in
dense forest and the |ast station that
you can visit. This is the dead end
and from there the Most secure wild
area starts. Bori has a small postand
a tower and Forest staff families.
Oh... They were so happy to receive
us and offered tea. It was almost late
afternoon by then. While returning
we just gasped at the landscape of
this forest, with little fear in mind
tough that what if the vehicle gets
stuck and some leopard thinks to
prey on our puppy "? 7 Luckily
never that happened..The forest
around completely drains out our city
fatigue. You see what you should
see... the Mother earth. While

o

refurning we also took a road via

Khatkali towards Harisal... Before
returning to base camp. We had a
nice surprise of Zorbing ball waiting
for us. That was real surprise. Late
evening we made to Akoli, a nearby
religious place known for Gajanan
Maharaj's stay there during early 20"
century. Our stay was going to end
that night as we took to our Hut which
had become like our own home. Next
morning, we woke up with same
Rooster crow that we got used to for
days and we were simply not
wanting to take a leave. Took our
breakfast and boy.... Eachone from
restaurant to staff and the attendants

- came to see us off... “Come again”

were the words from each.
And we did it again in 2019...
We will continue... in future too. As
this is a deciduous forest and the not
a temperate one in Summer, the
Forest department offers Machan
nights to wild Animal lovers. As the
Water hole are the best place for
animals to visit. The animal lovers
can choose a period. For me, | just
love nature as it be and never get
disappointed to not seeing a Tiger or
leopard... Its their privacy and their
right.
EEE
b I}
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Past, Present and Future of the Forest Owlet in India

A Pair of Forest Owlet

“Bird with a Memorable Past

The Forest Owlet (Athene
(Heteroglaux) blewitti) has an
interesting past associated with it.
Let us travel back in time to the 19"
century. It was in 1872 when an Irish
officer, Mr. Francis Robert Blewiit
(F.R. Blewitt) saw this different
looking owl in Basna forests in
eastern Madhya Pradesh (now in
Chhattisgarh). Perplexed by its
somewhat confusing appearance,
he sent the specimen to Mr. A.O.
Hume, a well-known taxonomist and
a civil servant in India. Hume
immediately recognized this owlas a
new species for science and called it
the Forest Spotted Owlet and also
named it as the Blewitt's Owl to
acknowledge his contribution to

p

Indian ornithology.

The story of its apparent
extinction and rediscovery is equally
dramatic. Between 1872 and 1884,
six forest owlets were collected from
the country: After 1884, there were
many reports of forest owlet from
various places in the country but all
of them were cases of mistaken
identity with that of the spotted
Owlet. Once again intensive search
was conducted for the forest owlet all
over the country, including in
Melghat but it was unsuccessful.
Finally, in 1972, Dr. S.D Ripley
considered the possibility that the
forest owlet may have been extinct
from India. So, the Blewitt's Owl got
famous as a possibly extinct
species.

Given this background, one can
imagine the surprise and excitement
that was generated at the news of its
rediscovery in 1997. The Forest
Owlet made its reappearance after
113 long years in Indian ornithology
and that revamped people's curiosity
in the bird. It was rediscovered by Dr.
Pamela Rasmussen and her
colleagues from Smithsonian
Institute in USA. They located two

[

o

Dr, Prachi Mehta

Senior Scientist and Executive Director,
Wildlife Research and Conservation Society,
Pune,

birds from Shahada Forests in
northern Maharashtra.

The Present Status

After its rediscovery, several
organizations in India including
BNHS, WRCS, WECS, SACON, and
many individuals also carried out the
surveys to determine the distribution
of Forest Owlet in the country. The
extensive surveys have resulted in
understanding the status and
distribution of the Forest Owletin the
country.

Since 2005, our organization,
the Wildlife Research and
Conservation Society has been
studying the ecology of the Forest
Owlet in areas of Maharashtra and
Madhya Pradesh in Central India.
The distribution surveys carried out
by WRCS has reported two new
locations of Forest Owlet in Madhya
Pradesh and two new locations in
Nandurbar district. In Maharashira,
The Forest Owlet is reported from
Melghat Tiger Reserve, Nandurbar
district, Tansa Wildlife Sanctuary
and Nashik District, Among all the
locations in Maharashtra, Melghat
Tiger Reserve deserves a special
mention as it supports a good

. Wild Melghat
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population of the Forest Owlet. From
2013, WRCS is studying the ecology
ofthe Forest Owlet in Central India.

The genus of the Forest Owlet
is another issue of recent contention.
At the time of its discovery in 1872,
Hume established the genus
Heteroglaux for the Forest Owlet
based on its distinct morphology.
Although the forest owlet possesses
superficial similarity with the spotted
owlet Athene brama, it is distinctly
different. The unspotted crown,
presence of full throat collar, thickly
feathered legs, its lateral tail flicking
habit and undulating flight are some
of the most visible characteristics
that made the taxonomists dedicate
a unique genus, Heteroglaux for a
single species! However, a recent
Ph.D. study by Koparde from
SACON in collaboration with WRCS
on the phylageny of the Forest Owlet
has revealed that the Forest Owlet is
closely related to Athene genus. This
indicates the impaortance of research
and how it is useful in revealing
information that otherwise would be
not known.

Currently, our research on the
Forest Owlet and sympatric owls is

Y

o i

going on in Melghat Tiger Reserve in
collaboration with Melghat Tiger
Reserve and Maharashtra Forest
Department. Let me provide you with
a brief averview of the research and
conservation efforts on the owl
ecology project implemented by
WRCSin Melghat Tiger Reserve.

WRCS's Research on Owil
Ecology in Melghat Tiger Reserve

Being a Protected Area,
Melghat forests offers a contiguous
habitat to the Forest Owlet and other
owls. Through our long-term study
on owl ecology in Melghat, we are
examining the key factors required
by the owls to survive in the wild. Itis
also interesting to know that the
Forest Owlet co-exists with several
other owl species in Melghat
Forests, These include small and
large owl species such as the
Spotted Owlet, Jungle Owlet, Indian
Scops Owl, Brown Fish Owl, Mottled
Wood Owl, Indian Eagle Owl, and
Barn Owl. While most of these owl
species are widely distributed and
found throughout the country, the
Forest Owlet is found in smaller and
isolated populations within the
country.

-
r - -— -
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Understanding Owl |

distribution

Our study is being carried out in
Chourakund range which is in the
buffer area of Melghat Tiger
Reserve. In order to understand the
distribution of owls in the study area,
we have overlaid grids over the
entire area. Each grid is
systematically surveyed on foot to
detect the presence of owls. Thereis
a lot of hard work involved in this but
this enables us to understand the
distribution, presence and absence
of owl speciesin the area.

.
e

A color banded female forest owlet

Wild Melghat
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A color-banded male forest owlet
Monitoring Owl population
Bird banding is one of the oldest
and most important techniques used
for studying and identifying
individual birds. In the early 1800s,
John James Audubon tied threads to
birds' legs to identify individuals that
were visiting his farm. In 1902, the
first scientific study to use bird
banding took on black-crowned night
herons at the Smithsonian's National
Zooin Washington, D.C.
Color-banding is a widely used
research method in avian studies.
Let us imagine a road full of similar
looking cars having same color and
shape. How will we know which car
belongs to Maharashtra and which
one is from other state? Yes, you
guessed it right. We will look at its

9 = Wild Melghat

" license plate. Similarly, bird banding i

is one of the only way researchers
can identify individual birds of the
same species. In simple words,
color-banding serves the same
purpose as the aadhar card as it
provides information on sex, age and
locality of the bird.

To explain this concept further,
let us suppose that we are on
Semadoh Road and we see a pair of
owls. During the breeding season, it
is possible to see the pairs sitting
close together as shown below or
often one can see single birds as
well,

From just sighting the birds it is
not possible to understand which
among them is a male and which is a
female and if it is the same bird seen
earlier on another location. But if we
band the male and female with a
different color band as shown below
then it is easy to know which is a
male and which is female by just
looking at the band colors.

Science of Color-banding
and radio-tagging

There are standard
international protocols for color-

banding and radio-tagging. The

Training the women in handicraft

birds are captured using the most
suitable technique according the
size and behavior of the species. For
different type of bird species,
scientists place bands where they
are most visible so bands can be
placed on legs, throat, wings or tail.
The colored-bands are light weight,
UV resistant and made of PVC and
the ends are sealed with an adhesive
and nut-bolt. When we put colored
bands, we use different color and
pattern for each location so it gives
the bird a unigue identity. For
example, we can put a red color
band on the bird seen in Semadoh
and a green band on a bird seen near
Kolkaz. So, next time when we see a
banded bird, we also know the
location from where the bird came by
justlooking atits band color. One can
get several other useful insights for
conservation using this information.
Each band combination is kept
unique to a location, sex and
individual bird. Following
photographs demonstrate standard
banding equipment and procedures
used by US Fish and Wildlife
scientist working on owls for last 30
years.
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Plastic bands are used for color-banding
Wildlife Radio-telemetry
studies is an established research
method to study movements of
animals. Radio-telemetry studies
started way back in 1960s. Radio-
tracking is very useful to understand
home range, movement patterns,
seasonal migration and the areas
where the bird visit for foraging,
nesting, and roosting. Radio-
telemetry provides useful
information on which type of habitats
are crucial for protecting the birds.
Involvement of Local
Communities in Owl
Conservationin Melghat
Apart from conducting robust
ecological research, WRCS is also
working intensively with the local
communities in Melghat. We have
started a livelihood generation
program for the local communities

' living in the project area. We have

trained the men in bamboo craft and
established a bamboo fraining
center in Chourakund village. The
men prepare bamboo products such
as key chains, fridge magnets,
coasters, pen-stands efc. We have
also trained them in painting the
bamboo products and t-shirts with
owl, tiger and other wildlife designs.
The women in the village are trained
in stitching and making beautiful ow|
applique bags, cushion covers, t-
shirts etc. The products made by
local communities in Melghat are
being marketed by WRCS on
various platforms. This initiative is
not only earning an income for the
villagers but also generating good
will for wildlife conservation in the
area.

F
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Bands are sealed with nut-bolt

Training men in bamboo craft

» Future ofthe Forest Owletin India

The Forest Owlet is surviving in
isolated population in the country. It
needs forested habitat for roosting,
cavity-bearing trees for nesting and
forest-edge for foraging. Through
our research, we have just unraveled
the tip of the iceberg and there is a lot
more that needs to be learnt about
the species survival. For this
purpose, it is important to gain
insights into ecology of the owl
community, using robust science
and field methods which will feed in
to management strategies for further
implementation by the Forest
Department. The local communities
living in the area need to be involved
as conservation partners in order to
strengthen conservation efforts.
Academic platforms and public
media have a crucial role in creating
awareness on amalgation of
scientific research and management
practices fo citizens. Citizens can
also contribute to this effort by
supporting good work done by
various stakeholders. The way
forward is attained by practicing and
implementing good science and
conservation for our precious wildlife

and forests.

Wild Melghat



_ Oui Ecology Research team with Falt

Owl Appligue bag made by the women
Bamboo Keychain made by the men

Saluting the Veterans of
Melghat

This article would be
incomplete without the mention of
few individuals who are closely
associated with the Forest Owlet in
Melghat.

Everyone who comes to
Melghat to see the Forest Owlet
wants to meet one person. And that
is Parsu Kasdekar, also known as
Faltu Kasdekar. Faltu Kaka has in-
depth knowledge of the wildlife in the

area. Nandram Kasdekar is another

Wild Melghat
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| old timer is also knowledgeable

person, | have leamnt a lot about the
wildlife and the Forest Owlet by
interacting with Faltu Kaka and
Nandram Kaka and | look forward to
more learnings from them.

Qur local team members from
Chourakund village are Ashok
Bethekar, Ram Kasdekar, Jitendra
Dhikar and Shravan Kasdekar. The
entire team is extremely committed,
hard-working, and versatile. They
are knowledgeable and have leamt
various research methods efficiently.
They are the backbone of the project
and without their help it will be
difficult to make good progress in our
work. With this | bid adieu from
“Friends of Owls" family comprising
of Jayant Kulkarni, Shubham Giri,
Sumedh Bobade and other
members of our team. We gratefully
acknowledge the support of
MOEFCC, RRCF, DST, MBZ,
Peregrine fund for their support for
the project. Our sincere thanks are
due to the Forest officers of Melghat
Tiger Reserve and Maharashtra
Forest Department for promoting
research and conservation initiatives
inthe area.

a, Nandram Kaka and :'I#élgha;'rf
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About the Author:

Prachi Mehta is a wildlife
biologist with a Ph.D in Wildlife
Science from WII, Dehradun and
apart of her Ph.D research was
carried out in Melghat Tiger
Reserve. Dr. Mehta is associated
with Wildlife Research and
Conservation Society (WRCS) as a
senior scientist and since 2005 she
has been studying the ecology of
Forest Owlet in Central Indian
landscape.

Color-banaed burrowing owl




i -
| %
L} 1

W

|

4 Transit Treatment Center of Melghat Tiger Reserve

TTC s providing its unique
services to critically ill or injured

wild animals and functioning
under Melghat Tiger Reserve,
Amravati. Wild animals rescued by
the TTC rescue team on regular
basis which includes Mammals,
Bird and Reptiles. Other forest
divisions and people from rural and
urban areas also bring wild animals
to TTC for treatment. This center
provides much needed Diagnosis of
various diseases, treatment, minor
surgical procedures and care and
management to wild animals before
releasing to natural habitat. Animals
are given necessary treatment till
recovery. Critically ill, Orphan
(mammals) and permanently

disabled animals are shifted to
Gorewada Rescue Centre.

The dedicated staffs of TTC
include Veterinary Officer, Forest
Guard, assistant and \Vanmajur.
They give their services in the form
of proper medicinal treatment along
with proper care and management to
animals.

Objective:
1. Rescue

2. Treatment
3. Release

Cases of TTC per from
271012020 to 10/09/2020:

Total No. of Animals 41

No. of Animal Released
in Wild 15

No. of Animals Transfer | 10

No. of Animal Died 16

Specialities:

1. 24x7 Wild Animals / Birds /
Reptiles Rescue.

2. 24x7 Care and Management
of Wild Animals / Birds /
Reptiles.

Team Transit Treatment Center,
Partawada
Melghat Tiger Reserve, Amravati

3. 24x7 Wild Animals/Birds/

Reptiles Medicinal Treatment
Facility.

4. Operation Theater.

5. Treatment/ Transportation
cages for Wild Animals / Birds /
Reptiles.

6. Animal holding area for wild
carnivore, herbivores and
Birds.

7. Chemical Immobilization
Equipments.

8. Physical Rescue Equipments.

Staff Pattern of Rescue Unit:

Melghat Rescue team is always
encouraged and guided by
Additional Principal Chief
Conservator of Forest & Field
Director, Melghat Tiger Reserve,
Amravati and Deputy Conservator of
Forest, Sipna Wildlife Division,
Melghat Tiger Reserve, Paratwada,
Amravati,

Sr.
No. Post Filled

1 | Veterinary Officer | 1

2 |ForestGuard (STPF)| 6

3 Driver 1

Wild Melghat
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Photographs of Rescue and Treatment (Glimpses):
Operation Theatre:
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After the Health Examination of
Indian Rock python released in wild

RRT Melghat Rescued baby langur which was stuck one lectric pole at Dhoterkheda
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Physiotherapy and wheelchair for injured Jackal
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Langur had eye injury treated at TTC and released in wild
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Leopard accidentally falls in to well in Chitalwadi, Akot Wildlife Division RRT Melghat rescued Leopard
by simple solution installing a ladder helped the leopard climb and escaped.
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Eagle owl entangled in Kite string man_ié had i;iu;tn '.;.*iﬁg tre_atad at TTC and released in wild
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" Dated 28th April 2019. Location
Shahnoor. The alarm went off and
everyone got up in a hurry and ready
for the first jungle safari in the
morning. The moment | as eagerly
awaiting was , the thrilling
experience of a jungle safari to Bori
and Dhargad, which is rich in
diversity of plants and animals of
Melghat.

Department of Forensic
Biology, Government Institute of
forensic science Nagpur has
organized two days Wildlife Forensic
training visit at Melghat Tiger

Reserve Amravati and Shahanur on
the 27" and 28" of April 2019. It was
organized in collaboration with
District Forest Office Melghat Tiger
Reserve, Amravati,

The students were brought
from the Government Institute of
forensic science Nagpur.
Accompanied by two professors.
Twenty-seater bus was booked for
the safari. The safari route for the
bus and the gypsy was different. So
the girls were a little upset as they
have to go by bus and the boys by a
gypsy which go from core region,

. Dr. Archana Mahakalkar

Assistant Professor,

Dept. of Forensic Biology
Government Institute of Forensic
Science, Nagpur

Everyone occupied their seats
and the scenic jungle safari began.
Bus was accompanied by a guide
and a driver. Their experience is truly
invaluable. Perhaps it is because of
them that we can see the animals in
the forest that we are unable to see,
The safari had started. Nobody
wanted to make any noise. At that
moment, two deer were seen seating
under a tree. Everywhere on both
sides there was a glimpse of which
animal we would see today. Seeing
the animals in the zoo and actually
seeing them in the forest in their own
home is a different kind of
satisfaction. After a while, wild boar
and nilgai, spotted jackal, sambhar
deer, barasingha (deer), spotted
deer, peacock, peahen, eagle,
kingfisher were spotted,

Wild Melghat
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Then suddenly the driver |

stopped and told everyone to stay
calm. And pointed in the direction of
the overgrown grass in front. You
see, the king of the jungle, the tiger,
was sitting on the side of our bus
about 100 feet away. All were totally
flabbergasied. And the most
amazing thing is that not one, not
two, but four tigers were sitting there.
The colour of the tiger was mixed in
the dried thick grass. Everyone
calmed down and the scene seemed
to fit into their own eyes. Just then a
tiger got up and went to the right side
of the forest.. After a while, another

Wild Melghat

tiger went to into the forest towards
left. Two tigers were still sitting there.
But seeing the tigers in its natural
habitat was literally eye-popping. It
seemed to me that our Melghat is
really very rich in biodiversity. On the
way back seeing many more animals

we returned to Shahnoor's sankul,
This was the end of our two-day
training tour of Wildlife Forensic. The
day before this training, on April 27,
we visited the Melghat Tiger
Reserve Office, Amravati. Dr. M.S.
Reddy introduces the Wildlife Crime
Cell, its working and the forensic
wildlife.

Dr. Mali showed a very interesting
presentation on his various case
studies solved by himself and enrich
the students' knowledge about
wildlife protection and its
importance. Dr. Vaibhav Patil spoke
on the collection and preservation of
wildlife crime evidence. While Mr.
Ashok Sarda told about wildlife cyber
cell and its way of working in wildlife
investigation.

So with this beautiful
experience, we returned home with
the intention of going to visit Melghat
again.
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6 First record of arrow-headed trinket snake in Melghat

"Magical Melghat'’, indeed a
suitable word to describe the
Melghat. | am always mesmerized
by nature, | am a nature and wildlife
lover and this was the reason to
plan my first trip to Melghat. It was

the year 2017 when | visited

Chikhaldara, one of the famous hill
stations in Maharashtra with my
friends in monsoon. | never knew
that this short trip will lead to
scientific research by foreign
universities.

| went to Chikhaldara as a

normal tourist but since | am a good

Ankit Bibekar

observer, | always try to find
something odd in all the even.

It was our first day in
Chilkhaldara and unlike other
tourists, we also plan to visit
“‘Gawilgadh fort", one of the famous
historical fort and now a tourist spot.

As soon as you enter the fort, one

Wild Melghat
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can imagine how beautiful and
massive this fort would have been in
the past. It was a beautiful sunny
afternoon which gave me the chance
fo capture some photos with my
camera. When you are traveling with
a group of friends with a common
interest, the journey becomes more
interesting and memorable.

My all friends are nature lovers
and travel enthusiasts like me and
we all try to find something
uncommon in common places. We
reached the end of the fort by walk
and saw a shake that looked like a
rock python by the skin but small
enough to call a python. It was my
first encounter with a wild snake out
of any captivity center or a zoo. All
though only its tail was visible to me,
my happiness and curiosity reached
its peak but some tourist made a
“*hiss” sound and threw stones at it
which made the snake enter a small
hole of the wall. | was not in the mood
fo give up because | wanted to see
how a wild snake looks. | went to the
other side of the wall to see where
that snake went and what | saw was
unbelievable for me. The same

snake which disappeared behind the
wall didn't go in the hole because of
the stones, it was actually behind a
rat. It attacked the rat and wrapped it
up with its body and tried to swallow it
but as there were many people
around the snake, it regurgitated the
rat and disappeared in the hole
leaving the dead rat behind it.

This was like a double bonus for
me. | captured as many photos and
videos as | can and | was excited to
show it fo my friends and parents.
After returning home, | uploaded one
of my photos in one of the Facebook
groups managed by wildlife
enthusiasts. Within some time, | got
a message from one of the wildlife
researcher Krishna Khan who is a
specialist in reptile research and he
had discovered many species all
over India. He contacted me and
asked me about the location of the
photos, do | have more videos or
photos so that he can research it.
After 3 years of research and a long
wait, the research was approved by
Kansas University and published in
“IRCF REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS"
Journal. This was the first

Occurrence of the Arrow-headed
Trinket Snake (Coelognathus
helena nigriangularis) in the
Melghat Tiger Reserve: A Second
Locality Record for Maharashtra
State, India

Link for IRCF REPTILES &
AMPHIBIANS Journal ;
https://www.researchgate.net/
publication/334749018 Occurrence
ofthe Arrow-
headed Trinket Snake
Coelognathus helena nigriangularis
in the Melghat Tiger Reserve A
Second Locality Record for
Maharashtra State India
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Water conservation, voluntary
relocation game changer for MTR

Over 1.7k Ha Farm
Land Turns Into Lush

Green Meadows
Vijay.Pinjarkar @time sgroup.com

few years ago. regular sighting

of wilid animals in the Melghat

Tiger Reserve (MTR) used to

e a joke but water

conservation through the "Melghat

bandhara’ model and voluntary

relocation of 20 villages from the core

area of the ressrve have turned out to

be game changers for one of the olidest
tiger reserves in the country

Along with many water conservation
steps, voluntary relocation of 20 villages
from the core area have helped regain
over 1,700 hectares of farm land which
have turned into lush green meadows
now. If you enter through the
rehabiliated Gullarghat, 35km of the
stretch till Nagartas 1s a no-man's-land
with meadows on both sides,

As far as waler conservation is
concernad, the tiger reserve forms an
important catchment (o Tapl river with
tributaries like Dolar, Khandu, Sipns,
Gadga, Khapra and Wan rivers. Yet,
water is the most prevalent limiting
factor after the rainy season but the
‘Melghat bandhara’ model implemented
in last three vears is working wonders.

nos prevalent
g factor after the ralny
ft the ‘Melghat

Pien: Fnnfit D rumuidy
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“Wee identifled spots of hand rocks in

SMALL INTERVENTIONS LIKE BUILDING

ONE-METRE CIRCULAR BANDHARAS ON
WAN RIVER AND OTHER STREAMS HAVE

natural streams and drilled them to
develop layers of retaining walls to stop
water upstream. Usually, water flows out
and streams and nullahs used 1o go dry
by January Now with Melghat bandharas,
water Is avallable for wildlife ¢l May-
June. Earller, we supplied water by
iankers at many places during summers,
but in the last three vears, we constructed
over 2000 such costeffective diversion
welrs in core and buffer area,” said MS
Reddy, APCCF & Neld director of MTR.

“Apart from rejuvenating old water
holes, we dug 500 borewellsat protection
camps and forest colonies and installed
over 170 salar pumps, each one
connected to three artificial water holes,
Our water conservation model 1s also
usaful for villagers Hving on the park's
edge.” added Reddy

A water hole was created every
4sqkm grid of the park. The tiger reserve
is spread in 2,768 sqkm (core & buffer)
and wildlife and water management 15
a big challenge, especially when there
are still 8 villages inside the core area.

“We plotted the 4sqkm grid by GIS.
The basic dea behind water avallahility

PROVED BENEFICIAL. AT MANY PLACES, GRASS
GROWS IN STAGNANT WATER WHICH ALSO ACTS AS
FODDER FOR HERBIVORES LIKE SAMBAR DEER

SUNIL WAKODE | rro, DHARGAD

atevery dsqlum is equitable distribution
of water. While large mammals can
move long for water, it fulfils the
drinking water need of the localized
small mammals.” says Vishal Bansod,
henorary wildlfe warden.

“Small interventions like building
one-metre clreular bandharas (check
dams) on Wan River and other sireams
have proved beneficial. At many places,
grass grows In seagnant water which also
acts as fodder for herbivores ke sambar
deer;,” says RFO Sunill Wakode, Dhargad

In MTR, warer management has been
handled effectively and voluntary
relocation of villages Is the biggest game
changer Sinee 2001-20X), ) villages have
been relocated and 4 villagss are In the
process of being shifted.

“Tger sighting isno more kidding but
a reality Sightings have incraased,

especially aroumd the meadows which
have been created afier resettlement.
Melghat 1s coming out steadily by
overcoming challenges,” savs Satpuda
Foundation founder Kishor Rithe

TOI spotted three big herds of
Indian gaurs in inviolate Kelpani and
Dhargad feasting on palatable grass
available in abundance in meadows A
sloth bear was also a pleasant surprise.
A 4km-long trall of tiger pugmarks
from Somthana to Barukheda spoke
volumes about the regained lost habitat
after voluntary relocation.

“We have many problems llke
vacancies in fleld siaff, encroachments
on furest lands, Nlegal grazing etc, But
our officers and Neld staff are working
hard on the ground. The success also
goes to my predecessors who bullt a
strong protectlon network,” said Reddy
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Nature art

Satish Ansignkar Pune
Atmaja Avirupa Das West Bengal
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Manish Mahajan Rahul Kalmegh Mayur Surwase,

Manish Ghurde Range Forest Officer,
Dnyanganga Wildlife Sanctuary,

Melghat Tiger Reserve
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Melghat Tiger Reserve

is thankful to all photographers,

who sent us beautiful photographs

_ for publishing in Wild Melghat e-Magazine.
Paramanand Alokar 4
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The articles published in the Wild Melghat .
re-Magazine are the personal ideology of author.
Donations to Melghat Tiger Conservation Foundation
are eligible for 50% Income Tax Exemption under will have agreattime.
: Section 80Gafihe Income TaxACt PO Ve bsite: www.magicalmelghat.com ‘-
- Name ofthe Account. Melghat Tiger Rl Ple ase feel free to coordinate with
. Mr. Swapnil Bangde
E-mail: magicalmelghat@gmail.com
Callhimon+91 8956563016 =
| He willhelp you plan your program.

aaall’ N

You are invited to explore the all new accommodation
and restaurants at Semadoh, Narnala, Harisal,
Aamazari & Kolkas. Melghat Team will ensure that you

S Office of he IS
‘Additional Principal Chief Conservator of Forest & Field Dire
| Melghat Tiger Reserve, Amravati. = 0
» Near Govt. Girls High School, Camp Road, Amravati 444 602 (M.S.)
Phone No.: 0721-2551766, 2662792 Website: www.magicalmelghat.com




